______, 2002

Asm. Robert M. Hertzberg

Speaker Emeritus

State Capitol, Room 319

Sacramento, California 95814


Re:  AB 2588 – Collaborative Community Planning

Dear Assembymember Hertzberg:

I am writing on behalf of ____________ to express our strong support for AB 2588, a bill which requires the development of a list of eligible statutes and regulations that could be waived to facilitate the implementation of collaborative community planning as well as instructs the Director of the Department of General Services to provide support and assistance to school districts and other local agencies engaged in collaborative community planning for school facilities.

As you know, land is a resource that is in short supply. By forwarding a measure such as AB 2588 you are offering our school districts and local agencies an opportunity to address not merely our state’s school facility shortage, but begin to look at growth in a smarter, more holistic manner. 

California is adding 600,000 new residents every year, and in the next 20 years, the State is expected to add another 12 million residents.  This unprecedented growth is presenting new challenges to communities throughout the State.  Unfortunately, the manner in which state funding for school construction is currently allocated is in direct conflict with evolving ideas regarding comprehensive planning, not merely for school facilities, but for entire communities. This bill will aid those communities in planning how to comprehensively reinvest, harness the positive attributes of parks, housing, libraries and other necessary public facilities and facilitate neighborhood revitalization.  

By emphasizing this type of collaborative planning paradigm you are offering school districts a venue to move past the pitfalls and regulations that have historically bound them to an age-old development framework. This bill will allow them to think creatively in terms of site assemblage, joint- and mixed-use and capital leveraging. In this way they are not merely meeting their goal of housing and educating students, but are truly beginning to increase the quality of life throughout the state by finally making schools the center of communities. 

Thank you for introducing this important measure.  Please call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

__________________

